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The Honarable ?Tilliam 1., Tawsom

Chairmsn, Committee on Government Onerations

U. ©. House of Representatives

v ashington 28, | D. .

Dear MY, :;haiéfwm l
Thin is ia reply to your letter of 10 February 19%5, reguesting ou ’

comments on H. R, 3755, a Bill Te amend the Feteral Croperty and

Admﬂﬂuﬂvﬁﬁtrﬂa: cet of 1947, as amenied, and for other gmmﬁux,”

_ wm:;&. the _entral Intelligence . .gency is conceraei, It {3 our
opiniocn that the Director already possesses the suthority to destroy any
intelligence records in times of such emergencies as are contemplated
in K. B, 3735 by virtoe of the authority granted under Section 102(dN3) of
the Natiomal Security Act of 1947 {*. L. 243 - 80th Congress), which
states (4hit the Cirector of Central Intelligence shall be responaible foy
protecting intelligence scurces and methois {rom usauthorized 4isclosure.
This autherity would certainly appear to cover a situation where there is
a possibility that classified intelligence recorde might {21l iato hostile
bands,

Furthermore, Section 502(1){(17) of the Felersl Property an
Administrative Services Act of 1949 provides that nothing in that Act
shall impair or affect any authority of the ¢ antral Intelligence 5 gency.
Thevefore, as far as this sgency ls conceraed H. R, 3785 would be in
addition to the legal authority which we presently jossess.

Unier present werld conditions, however, It woull appear to be
highly Jesirable that Government officials be clothed with the authority
contemplated By H.K, 3755, do that documents tn the general fiel? of the

pations] security could be destroyed when there ls imminence of hostile
action at the place where such records are located.

SHincerely,
OGC:WLP/blc (14 June 1955) e .
Orig. & 2 - Add, e JUL 19 195%
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